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Recommendations for
treatment strategies in people
with epilepsy during times of
shortage of antiseizure
medications
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* During times of shortage of ASMs, switching between different ASMs
can occasionally be considered as a mitigation procedure.
» Oxcarbazepine/ carbamazepine

* Eslicarbazepine acetate/ oxcarbazepine/ carbamazepine

Clobazam/ clonazepam

Brivaracetam/ levetiracetam

Primidone/ Phenobarbital
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* Switching from brand to generic or between generic ASM products

has often been shown to be safe and effective, if required.
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* Finally, when supplies of benzodiazepines or equipment to administer
medications intravenously are not available, rectal administration of
some ASMs may be an emergency alternative route for treating serial

seizures and status epilepticus.
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